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Middlefield Community Primary School

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches Policy 


1. Policy Statement
This policy is based on the DfE's non-statutory guidance on mobile phones in schools, which sets out best practice on developing a policy to ban mobile phone use and similar devices during the school day. 
At Middlefield Community Primary School, we are committed to providing a safe learning environment where pupils can focus on their education without the distractions and potential safeguarding risks associated with mobile phones and smart watches.
The school has a clear policy on the use of mobile and smart technology, which reflects the fact many children have unlimited and unrestricted access to the internet via mobile phone networks (i.e. 3G, 4G and 5G). This access means some children, whilst at school, could harass, bully, and control others via their mobile and smart technology, share indecent images consensually and non-consensually (often via large chat groups) and view and share pornography and other harmful content. (KCSIE)

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All pupils aged 3-11 at Middlefield Community Primary School
· All staff members
· Visitors to the school
· Smart watches with communication or internet capabilities are treated the same as mobile phones under this policy



3. Pupil Mobile Phones and Smart Watches
3.1 General Rule
Mobile phones and smart watches must not be used, seen, or heard during the school day, including:
· During lessons
· At break times
· At lunchtimes
· During before and after-school clubs on school premises

3.2 Bringing Devices to School
We recognise that some pupils may need to bring mobile phones to school for safety reasons when travelling to and from school. However:
· Pupils who bring mobile phones or smart watches to school must hand them to their class teacher at the start of the school day
· Devices will be stored securely by class teachers
· Devices will be returned at the end of the school day
· The school accepts no responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged devices
· Parents/carers should ensure devices are clearly labelled with the child's name

3.3 Exceptions
· Pupils who have medical needs – e.g. diabetic pupils who use their phones to monitor their blood sugar levels. 
· In such cases, individual arrangements will be made in consultation with parents/carers and the school.

3.4 School Trips and Emergency Situations
There may be times when pupils will need to use their phones, such as:
· On trips
· During an emergency school closure or plan change, when they need to contact parents/carers
The decision to allow this rests solely with the school.

4. Consequences for Breaching the Policy
If a pupil is found using a mobile phone or smart watch during the school day:
· The device will be confiscated and stored securely
· Parents/carers will be contacted
· The device will be returned to the parent/carer at the end of the school day



Repeated offences:
· The device will be confiscated
· A meeting will be arranged with parents/carers
· The pupil may lose the privilege of bringing the device to school
· Further sanctions may be applied in line with our behaviour policy
Serious breaches (e.g., using a device to bully, share inappropriate content, or compromise safeguarding):
· The device will be confiscated immediately
· Parents/carers will be contacted urgently
· The incident will be investigated in line with our safeguarding and behaviour policies
· Police may be contacted if illegal activity is suspected
· The device may be searched in accordance with DfE guidance on searching, screening and confiscation

5. Searching and Confiscation
The headteacher authorises staff members to search pupils and confiscate mobile phones and smart watches when there are reasonable grounds to suspect a pupil has a prohibited or banned item.
Staff will follow DfE guidance on searching, screening and confiscation, which includes:
· Searching with the pupil's permission where possible
· Searching without permission when there are reasonable grounds to suspect the pupil has a banned item
· Ensuring searches are conducted by a staff member of the same sex as the pupil (where possible) with another staff member present as a witness

6. Staff Mobile Phones and Smart Watches
It's important that staff model good mobile phone behaviour to pupils. Staff should:
· Not use phones for personal use during the school day
· Keep phones off/set to silent, and out of sight
· If staff need to use their phones to communicate around the school, they must try to do so out of sight of pupils 

Staff may use mobile phones:
· In the staff room during break times
· In private office spaces away from pupils
· For emergency contact purposes
· For school-related communication (e.g., using school communication apps, taking photographs for educational purposes with appropriate permissions)

Staff must not:
· Use personal mobile phones to take photographs or videos of pupils
· Share their personal phone numbers with pupils or parents/carers (except in approved circumstances, such as residential trips)
· Use their phones in front of pupils during teaching time
Further details are set out in our Staff Code of Conduct.

7. Visitors
Visitors to the school should:
· Keep mobile phones on silent
· Not use phones in areas where pupils are present
· Not take photographs or videos of pupils without express permission from the headteacher
· Follow staff instructions regarding phone use

8. Parent/Carer Communication
We will make sure our whole school community understands our approach to mobile phone use, especially if we're changing it. We will send parents/carers a copy of (or link to) our policy, along with an explanation of any changes we're making. 

If you need to contact your child during the school day:
· Please call the school office on [insert number]
· Office staff will pass on urgent messages to your child
· Please do not ask your child to contact you using their mobile phone during school hours

If your child needs to contact you:
· They should speak to their class teacher or visit the school office
· We will facilitate contact in genuine emergencies
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