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Music
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	National Curriculum Area: Performing

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Nursery:
Sing a large repertoire of songs. (C&L)
Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. (PD)
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	To enjoy singing with others

To sing in unison with a small range of notes

To show good posture and develop good breath control

To sing with a steady pulse

To keep a steady pulse with some accuracy, (e.g. through tapping, clapping, marching, playing )

To follow simple instructions of how and when to play

To play and control long and short, loud and soft and high and low sounds

To clap/play syllables of words

To copy back simple rhythms

To play and explore a variety of classroom instruments
	To sing loudly and softly with control

To sing back simple melodic idea, broadly in tune

To vocalise with expression and communicate context of song

To join in with actions and story-telling and invent relevant actions

To join in and stop as indicated

To respond to musical cues (e.g. loud, soft, fast, slow)

To repeat longer rhythmic patterns

To clap back a different simple rhythm

To respond to and understand a basic form of pitch and rhythm notation (e.g. simple traditional notation, graphic notation)

To play on pitched an unpitched instruments with appropriate technique

To show awareness and blend with others when performing
	To vocalise with appropriate phrasing/breathing

To sing with a larger range of notes

To sing in two parts (e.g. a round in a large group)

To sing with clear diction

To sing songs from different musical genres/cultures 

To keep a steady pulse

To play simple rhythms from traditional notation/graphic notation

To demonstrate the difference between pulse and rhythm

To play a simple melody solo or in a group

To play an accompaniment part (e.g. drone, repeating rhythmic part)

To interpret simple graphic score

To show awareness and blend with others when performing




	To sing with even tone across the dynamic range with clear open vowels

To vocalise with facial expression and good posture

To show awareness and blend with others when singing

To play longer and more complex rhythms

To play a simple melody in 2 parts with ‘step by step’ movement

To play a selection of simple chords

To play showing 2 techniques on an instrument 

To follow a conductor adapting to changes in dynamics and tempo
	To sing and use their understanding of meaning to add expression. 

To perform ‘by ear’ and from simple notations. 

To improvise within a group using melodic and rhythmic phrases

To recognise and use basic structural forms e.g. rounds, variations, rondo form.

To maintain their part whilst others are performing their part.

To play longer and more complex rhythms in different metres

To play a melody with ‘step by step’ movement, small leaps and repetition

To experiment with taking control of tempo and dynamics in group playing

	To sing a harmony part confidently and accurately.

To perform parts from memory.

To perform using notations. 

To take the lead in a performance. 

To take on a solo part. 

To play from more complex notations including pitch, dynamic, rhythm and expressive contexts

To play more complex rhythms

To play a melody with ‘step by step’ movement, larger leaps, repetition and appropriate phrasing/articulation

To play a chord sequence



	Reception:
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. (C&L)
Learn rhymes, poems and songs. (C&L)
Combine different movements with ease and fluency. (PD)
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ELG:
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.
	
	
	
	
	
	








	National Curriculum Area: Listening & Appraising

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Nursery:
Listen with increased attention to sounds.

Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
	To say whether they like or dislike a piece of music.

To follow instructions about when to play or sing.

To respond to changes in tempo and dynamics (loud / soft) through movement e.g. marching, big /small gestures

To make physical movements that represent sounds (e.g. move like a snake, an elephant, grow like a tree in response to music).

To describe music using adjectives, spiky, spooky, sad, happy etc. and how it makes them feel

To identify at least 3 instruments by name and sound
	To improve their own work.

To show (through movement) and describe how elements change (e.g. music gets faster or louder)

To begin to show and awareness of different genres (e.g. Where might we hear this music? Lullaby, party, festival)

To identify where elements change (e.g. music gets faster or louder)
	To improve their work explaining how it has improved.

To describe a single piece in terms of tempo, dynamics and mood

To use musical words to describe what they like and dislike.

To listen to the work of at least one famous composer.

To identify simple structures (repeating melody, introduction, verse/chorus)

To identify simple genres e.g. pop, folk, classical, rap, Bhangra

To identify classroom instruments and describe their timbre

To know the difference between pitched and non-pitched instruments

	To explain the place of silence and say what effect it has.

To start to identify the character of a piece of music.

To describe and identify the different purposes of music.

To recognise the work of at least one famous composer.

To identify and describe different textures, e.g. solo, duet

To observe and discuss the music of at least 3 culturally diverse musicians

To demonstrate the understanding of pitch through simple notation


	To begin to explore reasons for composers' tempo choices.

To pick out details within a piece and recall these details from memory.

To compare pieces thinking about texture, structure, timbre and dynamics.

To identify a wider range of orchestral and non-orchestral instruments by name sight and sound

To listen to and discuss a range of non-western styles ( e.g. Chinese, Indian, African)


	To evaluate others work thinking about texture, structure, timbre and dynamics.

To find similarities and differences between different historical composers and musicians.

To explain how the music of the past reflected the society of the time.

To explain how music has changed over time.

. Identify structures within music (e.g. verse, chorus, intro, bridge, repeat etc.)

2. Discuss the differences in texture and music group (e.g. string quartet, orchestra, duet)

3. Use appropriate musical vocabulary to describe particular characteristics (e.g. chords, staccato, forte, riff, bassline)

4. Demonstrate an awareness of the historical development of music

5. Critique own and others’ work, offering specific comments and justifying these

	Reception:
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. (C&L)

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ELG:
	
	
	
	
	
	



	National Curriculum Area: Creating & Composing

	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Nursery:
Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	To make simple musical choices in response to a story or topic 

To make different sounds with their voice.

To make different sounds with instruments.

To identify changes in sounds.

To change the sound.

To repeat (short rhythmic and melodic) patterns.

To make a sequence of sounds.

To show sounds by using pictures.



	To create a simple short repeating musical idea.

To create music in response to reflect a topic, mood or feeling.

To choose sounds which create an effect.

To use symbols to represent sounds.

To make connections between notations and musical sounds.


	To use different elements in their composition.

To create repeated patterns with different instruments.

To compose melodies and songs.

To create accompaniments for tunes.

To combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling.

To create a soundscape or story – include, pitch, tempo and a start/ending
	To improvise using repeated patterns.

To use notations to record and interpret sequences of pitches.

To begin to use standard notation.

To use notations to record compositions in a small group or on their own.

To use their notation in a performance.

To improvise in time using given notes

To create a simple rhythmic accompaniment to a melody

To collaborate and create a short group piece with a clear structure including introduction, repetition, and ending
	To begin to use standard notation. 

To use their notations to record groups of pitches (chords).

To choose the most appropriate tempo for a piece of music.

To improvise with call and response ideas

To compose a simple chord sequence



	To be able to use a variety of different musical devices in their composition (including melody, rhythms and chords).

To recognise that different forms of notation serve different purposes.

To use different forms of notation.

To be able to combine groups of beats.

To compose a simple chord sequence and suitable melody




	Reception:
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.

Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ELG:
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