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1. Introduction
Middlefield Community Primary School is committed to ensuring that all pupils have equal access to educational opportunities regardless of financial circumstances.
This policy complies with the Education Act 1996 and the Department for Education's guidance Charging for School Activities.
No charge will be made for education provided during school hours and every child has a right to free school education.
The school recognises the valuable contribution that educational visits, residential experiences, enrichment activities and extra-curricular opportunities make to pupils' personal development and learning. Wherever possible, the school will seek to make these opportunities accessible to all pupils.
2. Activities for Which No Charge Will Be Made
No charge will be made for:
· Education provided wholly or mainly during school hours.
· Education provided outside school hours where it forms part of the National Curriculum.
· Education provided outside school hours that forms part of religious education.
· Education provided on educational visits required for the National Curriculum.
· Books, materials, instruments or equipment required for curriculum activities.
· Musical tuition that is part of the National Curriculum.
· Entry for prescribed public examinations where pupils have been prepared for the examination at school.
· Examination re-sits where the school requires the pupil to re-sit.
3. Activities for Which Charges May Be Made
The school may make charges for:
Optional Extras
· Activities taking place wholly or mainly outside school hours that are not part of the National Curriculum.
· Extended day services, including breakfast clubs and after-school clubs.
· Additional music tuition not required as part of the National Curriculum.
· Educational activities provided by external organisations where participation is optional.

Residential Visits
Charges may be made for board and lodging costs on residential visits. Charges will not exceed the actual cost incurred by the school.
Damage or Loss
The school may seek reimbursement from parents/carers where school property, books, equipment or facilities are deliberately damaged, lost or destroyed through a pupil's behaviour.
Materials
A charge may be made where parents/carers wish their child to keep finished products produced during practical activities and where this has been stated in advance.
4. Calculation of Charges
Any charge made will reflect the actual cost of the activity and may include:
· Transport costs.
· Admission charges.
· Materials and equipment.
· Board and lodging.
· Costs of specialist instructors.
Charges will be calculated on a per-pupil basis and will not include any subsidy for other pupils.
5. Voluntary Contributions
The school may invite voluntary contributions towards the cost of educational visits, visitors or enrichment activities.
When requesting contributions, the school will make it clear that:
· Contributions are entirely voluntary.
· There is no obligation to contribute.
· Pupils will not be treated differently if a contribution is not made.
· A pupil will not be excluded from an activity because a parent/carer is unwilling or unable to contribute.
· If insufficient contributions are received, the activity may need to be cancelled.

6. Remissions and Financial Support
The Governing Board recognises that some families may experience financial hardship.
Middlefield Community Primary School allocates funding annually to support participation in educational visits, enrichment opportunities and residential experiences wherever possible.
The school may reduce or waive charges in full or in part where:
· A pupil is eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals.
· A family is experiencing financial hardship.
· The Headteacher considers there to be exceptional circumstances.
Applications for support will be treated confidentially.
In accordance with legislation, pupils whose parents are in receipt of qualifying benefits will not be charged for board and lodging costs associated with residential visits that take place as part of the curriculum.
7. Equality of Access
The school is committed to ensuring that no pupil is disadvantaged through inability to pay.
All decisions relating to charges, voluntary contributions and remissions will be made fairly, consistently and in accordance with the school's Equality Objectives.
8. School Meals
Charges will be made for school meals provided to pupils who are not entitled to: 
· Universal Infant Free School Meals (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2); or
· Free School Meals based on eligibility criteria.
The cost of a school meal will be determined by the governing body and reviewed periodically.
· Parents will be informed of any changes to meal prices in advance.
· Where families experience financial hardship, the school will support them in checking eligibility for Free School Meals and any associated benefits.


9. Monitoring and Review
The Governing Board will review this policy annually or sooner if required by changes in legislation or guidance.
The Headteacher is responsible for implementing and monitoring the policy on a day-to-day basis.



















Appendix
Educational Visits and Non-Educational Visits
The school organises a range of visits and experiences to enhance pupils' learning and personal development. These visits fall into two broad categories:
Educational Visits
Educational visits are those that take place during the school day and support learning within the curriculum, form part of the National Curriculum, Religious Education or other planned educational provision, and contribute directly to pupils' academic, cultural, sporting or personal development. No charge will be made for the educational elements of these visits. However, the school may request voluntary contributions towards transport, admission charges or other associated costs. Participation will not be dependent upon payment of a voluntary contribution.
Non-Educational Visits and Optional Extras
Some activities are offered primarily as enrichment or leisure opportunities and do not form an essential part of the National Curriculum or statutory educational provision. These may be regarded as optional extras. Examples include holiday activities, activities provided entirely outside school hours, recreational visits not linked to curriculum objectives, optional residential experiences and extended day provision. Where an activity is classified as an optional extra, the school may charge parents/carers the full cost of participation in accordance with legislation.
Determining the Classification of a Visit
The Headteacher will determine whether a visit or activity is educational or an optional extra by considering its educational purpose, curriculum links, timing, whether attendance is compulsory or voluntary, and relevant statutory guidance. Parents/carers will always be informed in advance whether a visit is being offered as part of the school's educational provision or as an optional extra for which charges may apply.
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